
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guide for basic education  
to the families of multilingual children 

 

 
 



CITY OF TAMPERE 

 
 

Welcome to school! 
 

This guide describes what attending school is like in Finland and what 

kind of teaching is provided for multilingual children 

 

 

 

 

Information about comprehensive schools  

In Finland, education is compulsory for those between 7 and 17 years of age. This means 
that all children must complete their comprehensive schooling. The basic education 
normally lasts for nine years. A child usually attends the school closest to the child’s home.  

The school year starts in August and ends in May or June. The Christmas holiday divides 
the school year into the autumn semester and the spring semester.  

Finnish comprehensive schooling is free of charge for the parents. Teaching, events 
organised by the school, educational materials and all requisites are free of charge. A 
warm meal, free of charge, is provided daily for the pupil. Pupils are insured for the time 
spent at school as well as for the trips to and from the school. If the distance between 
home and school is over five kilometres, travel is free of charge.  

Lessons normally last for 45 minutes, but the duration may vary in different schools. 
There are breaks between lessons.  

Name of the school (Koulun nimi):  

 

Address of the school (Koulun osoite):  

 

 

 



Name and telephone number of the head teacher (Rehtorin nimi ja puhelinnumero):  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name and telephone number of the school secretary (Koulusihteerin nimi ja puhelinnumero): 

 

 

What is studied in the comprehensive school? 

In the comprehensive school the majority of the subjects at school are common for all 
pupils, and compulsory. Among the subjects taught to everyone are the mother tongue 
and  

literature, second mother tongue, foreign language, environmental studies, health 
studies, religion or ethics, history, social studies, mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, 
geography, physical education, music, visual arts, crafts and home economics.  

The syllabus content for the common subjects is compulsory for all pupils. Also included 
in the compulsory syllabus is swimming. If a pupil is not able to participate in swimming 
lessons for compelling reasons, these lessons may be replaced by participating in 
swimming lessons in one’s own time, once the matter has been agreed upon beforehand 
with the school, and an appropriate certificate is provided by the teacher.  

Besides the common subjects, a pupil selects optional subjects to be studied in different 
grades. Optional subjects may include e.g. foreign languages as well as art and physical 
education. 

 
Assessment 
 
The function of assessment is to guide and encourage the pupil’s studies, as well as to 
develop the pupil’s self-assessment skills. Pupils’ learning, work and behaviour are 
assessed extensively. From the start, they obtain guidance and positive feedback, as well 
as information on their progress and skills.  
 
Pupils’ learning is also assessed verbally or by numbers. Verbal assessment is possible 
throughout except for the final assessment in the 9th grade.   The numerical assessment 
uses a graded scale from 4 to 10, with grade 4 being a fail and 10 the best possible. At the 
end of the year, the pupil obtains a school year report, where the assessments are shown. 
During grades 6 to 9 the pupil also receives an intermediate report at the end of the 
autumn semester.     
 

Once a year the teacher, together with the parents, conducts an assessment discussion 

in which the pupil’s learning, school situation, strengths and weaknesses are discussed. 

These joint discussions between the teacher, pupil and custodian promote mutual trust 

and convey information on the pupil’s situation.  



 
 
The role of the teacher and the pupil  
In a Finnish school the role of the teacher is to give guidance. He/she motivates and guides 
the pupil to learn. Every student learns best in their own way. The most important task of 
the teacher is, in fact, to teach the pupil to learn in his/her own way.  

How well the learning takes place depends on each individual pupil. Learning is based on 
trust between the teacher and the pupil, as well as on the pupil’s own sense of 
responsibility for learning. Often, although not always, homework is given.  

The parents’ task is to support the child in studies and to collaborate with the teacher. 
The teacher notifies parents about the child’s as well as the class’ matters mainly via the 
electronic Helmi communication system. In the school meetings an interpreter is used as 
help, as needed. The parent’s task is to notify the class tutor of the pupil’s possible 
absence.   

The aim is to treat the pupils as individuals. All the pupils in a Finnish school are treated 
fairly and equally. Everyone has the right to a safe learning environment.  

 

Teachers 

Class teacher 

In grades 1 to 6 studies take place in a single classroom under the supervision of the class 
teacher. The class teacher teaches nearly all the subjects. Some subjects can be taught by 
a specialist subject teacher, e.g. the ‘Finnish as a second language’ teacher. The class 
teacher also manages the collaboration between home and school and follows up on the 
pupil’s learning and absences.  

Name and contact information of the class teacher (Luokanopettajan nimi ja yhteystiedot):  

 

 

Class tutor  

In grades 7 to 9 every class has a class tutor of its own. He/she monitors the studies and 
absences of the pupils of his/her own class, as well as communicates on matters between 
home and school. Assessment discussions are carried out once in a school year. 
Furthermore, the class tutor is responsible for planning and organising pupil support. 

Name and contact information of the class tutor (Luokanohjaajan nimi ja yhteystiedot):  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Subject teacher 

In grades 7 to 9, nearly every subject is taught by a different teacher. A subject teacher is 
an expert in his/her own subject, and in connection to it, he/she guides the pupil’s learning 
and success in his/her own subject. If necessary, the subject teacher offers remedial 
teaching and consults the special needs teacher if there is a need for longer-term support. 
Together with the special needs teacher and the class tutor, he/she plans how support is 
organised.  

The contact information of the subject teachers can be found on the website of your own 

school.  

 

Support for study 

A pupil has the right to free school health care as well as other student welfare services. 
A pupil is also entitled to remedial teaching, if learning does not progress despite diligent 
work.  

Special needs education 

Special needs education is provided in small groups or as individual teaching in those 
subjects where the pupil has difficulties. The need for support is decided between the 
subject teacher, the teacher for special needs or the school welfare group, in agreement 
with the pupil and, if necessary, with the custodian. There are also regional special needs 
classes available in Tampere. For special needs classes, special needs education is full-
time.  

School social worker  

The “school curator” is the school’s social worker. He/she can provide help, in cases where 
the young have issues with school attendance or peer relations, or if there are  



 

such changes in that may reflect on the schoolwork. A youngster may receive help from 
the social worker also in matters relating to his/her own life and development. Solutions 
to problem situations are sought together with the youngster, the parents and other 
adults at the school.  

School psychologist 

A school psychologist may help when the pupil needs support and clarification for e.g.  

- challenges in the emotional life and development  

- issues with attentiveness and work  

- interactive relationships at home and at school  

- learning difficulties 

 

School health nurse 

The school health nurse works in the school. The school health nurse monitors the 

child’s growth and development in collaboration with the parents and the school doctor. 

The school health nurse and the school doctor carry out health checks where the child’s 

physical growth (height, weight, development of eyesight and hearing), and 

psychological and social development are monitored.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sick children and pupils getting ill at school  

A sick child may not be sent to school. The school health nurse is not a nurse, but she/he 

can be visited in the course of the school day if a child has become ill or hurt itself at 

school. If a child already falls ill at home, your own health centre should be contacted.  

 

For the pupil’s own safety, the parents are advised to notify the health nurse and the 

teacher about the child’s chronic diseases and medications.  

 

Vaccinations  

The parents present to the school health nurse a document containing the vaccinations 
previously given to the child. Should the parents not have available a document on 
vaccinations, the school health nurse will commence the vaccination programme in use 
in Finland, with authorization from the parents. The vaccinations to be given are: tetanus, 
diphtheria, polio, measles, mumps and rubella.   

Instruction preparing for basic education  

Instruction preparing for basic education is intended for pupils at the comprehensive 
school aged between 7 and 16 years, of immigrant background. In the preparatory 
teaching the pupil is taught the basic skills of the Finnish language, in order to make the 
transition to mainstream education easier.  

Becoming acquainted with Finnish schools, culture, language and the teaching methods 
is an important part of preparative instruction. Furthermore, the central content of the 
other subjects as well as vocabulary are learnt. There will be no religious education during 
the instruction preparatory to basic education.  

Instruction preparing for basic education usually lasts for one year. If the child cannot 
read and write in Finnish on his/her arrival in Finland, he/she usually spends two years in 
preparatory instruction. Thereafter, the pupil will be transferred to a class appropriate to 
his/her age or skills level, at a school nearby.  

During instruction preparing for basic education, the child’s school history and possible 
special needs are clarified. The teacher, together with the parents / custodian and the 
pupil will draft a study plan. In addition to this, there will other appointments, as needed. 
An interpreter’s assistance is used.  

Name and contact information of the teacher (Valmistavan opetuksen opettajan nimi ja 
yhteystiedot): 

   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Finnish language learning: Finnish as a second language 
 

A pupil is entitled to receive education in accordance with the ’Instruction for Finnish as a 

second language and literature (S2)’ syllabus for the entire period of comprehensive 

school, as required. In S2 classes the pupil develops his/her Finnish language skills. The 

specific task of the S2 syllabus is to support the development of the pupil’s 

multilingualism, to instill an interest as well as to provide tools for the life-long 

development of language skills. The pupil may receive S2 learning either in a small S2 

group or in the Finnish as a mother tongue lessons.   

Name and contact information of the teacher (S2-opettajan nimi ja yhteystiedot): 

  

 
 
 



 
Linguistically responsive teaching of multilingual pupils 
(kietu) 
 
Linguistically responsive teaching is mainly intended for a pupil who needs a lot of 
linguistic support for the progress of their studies following to preparatory teaching of 
the secondary school. The passage to linguistically responsive teaching is agreed upon 
jointly with the custodians.  
 
The pupils in the linguistically responsive teaching belong to the mainstream education 
class and participate in the teaching of their group as much as possible. Lessons held by 
the transitional phase teacher are integrated into the timetable of the pupil studying in 
the linguistically responsive teaching, in accordance with educational needs. Support is 
given especially for comprehension in reading, as well as in learning concepts and 
vocabulary. Also, teaching in tandem is provided where possible and the transitional 
phase teacher is then involved in the lessons of the mainstream lessons.  

In the linguistically responsive teaching group, studies take place for a year at a time and 
the learning plan of the pupil is continuously updated. When it is decided that a pupil of 
the secondary school is able to manage without the support of the linguistically 
responsive teaching, they return to the eighth or ninth grade of the school in their local 
area. Also, the primary school may offer linguistically responsive teaching.  

A linguistically responsive teaching group is active in the schools of Ahvenisjärvi, South 
Hervanta, Hatanpää, Juhannuskylä and Tesoma.  

Studying your native language  

Maintaining one’s own culture reinforces a pupil’s identity, mental equilibrium and social 
reintegration, as well as an appreciation of other cultures. Progress in one’s own language 
also helps learning the Finnish language: progress must take place simultaneously in both 
languages.  

In a Finnish school a pupil has the opportunity to study his/her native language. a teaching 
group can be established if enough pupils register for the teaching. There are two hours 
of teaching per week. If classes are not possible at the pupil’s own school, he/she may 
participate in classes organised by another school.   

More information about teaching and enrolment can be found at:  

https://www.tampere.fi  Search words: Oman äidinkielen opetus or Native language. 

Native language teaching has been provided in Tampere in the following languages:  

Albanian, Arabic, Armenian, Bengali, Bosnian, Bulgarian, Dari, English, Spanish, Italian, 
Japanese, Mandarin Chinese, Greek, Kurdish, Nepalese, Pashayi, Persian, Northern Sami, 
Portuguese, Polish, French, Romani, Romanian, German, Somali, Tagalog, Tamil, Telugu, 
Thai, Czech, Turkish, Hungarian, Russian, Vietnamese and Estonian. 

You can check the languages available at the present moment from the 
above-mentioned website.  

https://www.tampere.fi/


 
Religious education  
A pupil is entitled to receive religious education in his/her own faith, if there is a minimum 
of three pupils and the parents ask for such education. If a pupil does not adhere to any 
faith, he/she participates in classes in ethics.  

You will find the information on your child’s religious education teacher on the website of 
his/her own school.  

During the preparatory instruction for basic education the pupil does not participate in 
religious education.  

 

General school rules  

1§ All the pupils and staff personnel have the right to work in peace. 

2§ The use of headgear and outerwear in the classroom facilities, assembly hall and canteen  is 

forbidden.  

3§ The use of loudspeakers and mobile devices without the teacher’s permission is forbidden.  

4§ The consumption of food and drinks during classes without the teacher’s permission is 

forbidden. 

5§ The use and possession of tobacco products and intoxicants is forbidden.  

6§ Leaving the recess area of the school during school hours is only allowed with the teacher’s 

permission. 

7§ Pupils’ vehicles must be parked in the area reserved  for them.  

8§ School property must be handled with care. The pupil is liable for any damage caused.  

9§ In the case of illness the pupil may leave the school if authorised by the health nurse, class 

tutor or head teacher. 

10§ The pupil is obliged to identify and to carry out tasks that were given during such absence.  

 

 

 



 

After comprehensive school  

During the upper grades of the comprehensive school the guidance counsellor informs 
the pupils about different kinds of opportunities for further education. After the 
comprehensive school one usually applies for an upper secondary school or a vocational 
school. This is called upper secondary education. Enrolments usually take place in a joint 
application in winter, in February-March. The upper secondary school and vocational 
school can be accomplished in 2 to 4 years.   
 
Studies in secondary education are free of charge. After the upper secondary school or 
the vocational school one can apply for the universities of applied sciences, polytechnical 
colleges and universities. These have their own joint applications.  
  

Name and contact information of the guidance counsellor (Opinto-ohjaajan nimi ja 
yhteystiedot):      

 

 

 

 

 

 


